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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021  

 

YEAR 9                               EUROPEAN STUDIES             MARKING SCHEME   
 

PART I                                                                                           (Total 51 marks) 
 

Candidates are to choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer all the 
questions in the chosen section. 
 

The answers in the marking scheme are just indicative and any other possible 

and valid answers are to be accepted. 
 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 

Power and 

People 

  

1a 2,2,2 i. To pass EU laws together with the Council of 
Ministers; 

ii. To exercise democratic supervision over the other 
EU institutions; 

iii. To share power with the Council of Ministers over 
the approval of the EU budget. 

b 2 The members of the European Parliament are elected 

by direct universal suffrage for a five-year period.  

c 1 The current President is David Maria Sassoli. 

2 2,2,2 i. Decentralisation is the process of spreading the 

power and responsibility away from the central 
government to local governments; 

ii. For government to be accountable, the people must 
be aware of the actions their government is taking.  
Transparency means that decisions taken are done 

in a manner that follows rules and regulations and 
that the information in this regard is directly 

accessible to those who will be affected by such 
decisions. 

iii. Pluralism means that people and groups in society 

can voice their different opinions and ideas and that 
these should all be respected.  Pluralism is based on 

the recognition that each individual is equal and has 
a right to participate as a full member of society. 

3 2 Students should mention four of the following rights or 
give any other relevant answers: 
• The right to an adequate standard of living; 

• The right to adequate housing; 
• The right to food; 

• The right to education; 
• The right to an equitable health system; 
• The right to social security. 

 Total: 17  
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Section 2 − 

Economic 

Development 

and Changes 

in Europe 

  

1  
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• Free movement of goods 

 Because of the free movement of goods, full and 

unrestricted trade can take place between the 

member states of the EU.  Trade is carried out 

without the imposition of taxes, tariffs etc. 

• Free movement of services 

 This means that individual EU citizens and 

companies can offer and provide services and 

establish themselves in any EU country 

unhindered. 

• Free movement of persons 

 Free movement of persons means that EU citizens 

and members of their families must have the right 

to move between member states of the EU.   

• Free movement of capital 

 The EU must function as one single market where 

the fundamental principle is that obstacles to the 

free movement of capital are prohibited.   

2 2 Students should mention two of the following trading 

partners of the EU: 

• United States; 

• China; 

• Switzerland; 

• Russia. 

3 4 Students should name four of the following advantages 

or give any other relevant answers: 

• More choice of products; 

• One can compare prices; 

• Prices of goods are lower; 

• It is easier to find products; 

• It overcomes geographical limitations; 

• Customers are not obliged to interact with the 

shop’s employees and, thus, their shopping 

experience is less invasive; 

• Travel time to shop and costs incurred are 

eliminated. 

4 3 E-commerce has revolutionised consumers’ shopping 

habits and greatly affected traditional retail shopping.  

It has impacted pricing, product availability, 

transportation patterns and consumer behaviour, with 

the result that some retail outlets are experiencing a 

loss in sales and have to reduce the number of 

employees or else close down.   

 Total: 17  
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Section 3 – 

Demographic 

and Social 

Realities 

  

1  2,2,2,2, 

2,2,2 

a.  dividing the number of people by the area, usually 

a square kilometre; 

b.  are oppressive and drive people to leave their 

countries; 

c.  lack of employment opportunities in a country; 

d.  political persecution in a country; 

e.  attract people to move to a certain location; 

f.  people are spread out across the earth’s surface; 

g.  how many young people and old people depend on 

people of working age. 

 

2 3 Students are to list three of the following factors or give 

any other relevant answers: 

• it has wide sweeps of golden sand; 

• it has a mild climate; 

• it has a wide variety of outdoor activities all year 

round; 

• it has hundreds of beaches; 

• it has fashionable clubs; 

• there are several golf courses in the area; 

• there are many national parks. 

 Total: 17  

Section 4 – 

Europeans 

and their 

Environment 

  

1 8 • Lapland is renowned as being the land of the 

Northern Lights; 

• It has diverse flora and fauna; 

• It has expansive river waterways; 

• The four seasons in this region have distinctive 

features and can easily be distinguished from one 

another; 

• It is exceptionally clean; 

• It’s pure and serene nature is a wonderful setting 

for all pursuits; 

• It is Finland’s largest ski resort; 

• There are several large holiday resorts; 

• It has a network of protected areas. 
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2 3 Students should mention six of the following islands or 

give other relevant answers: 

• Malta; 

• Sicily; 

• Jersey; 

• Capri; 

• Cyprus; 

• Sardinia; 

• Ireland; 

• Great Britain. 

3 2 Students should mention four of the following mountain 

chains or give any other relevant answers: 

• the Alps; 

• the Apennines; 

• the Pyrenees; 

• the Caucuses; 

• the Carpathians. 

4 2,2 • The Blue Plan is a regional activity centre of the 

Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) of the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); 

• It is the number of cases of particular diseases that 

are present in a particular population at a given 

time. 

 Total: 17  

 

Section 5 − 

The Cultural 

Heritage 

  

1 12 Students are to list six of the following factors which 

shape national identity or give any other relevant 

answers. 

• Language – the Maltese language which has Semitic 

origins.  Our vocabulary has also been strongly 

influenced by Sicilian; 

• Natural frontiers – Malta is an island in the centre of 

the Mediterranean Sea; 

• National Anthem – the ‘Innu Malti’ which is our 

official national anthem; 

• Religion – our customs, Catholic values and 

devotion to our patron saints; 

• Culture – our rich culture which is composed of 

traditions, beliefs and practices that resulted from a 

long process of adaptation and assimilation of 

different societies over time;   

• Traditions – our traditions such as the village feasts 

and activities related to religion; 

• Traditional food – Maltese traditional food which 

includes bigilla, minestra, pastizzi and rabbit stew, 

amongst others; 
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• History – Malta has a long and rich history from the 

age of the temples and the Knights of Malta, to 

independence and to integration into the European 

Union; 

• Buildings – the different buildings originating from 

the different periods, including the forts and 

temples; 

• Artefacts – the physical artefacts created by our 

society. 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

2,2 • Colonialism is the control or governing influence of 

a nation over a dependant country, territory or 

people. 

• Globalisation is a process of interaction and 

integration among the people, companies, and 

governments of different nations. 

3 1 A myth is a traditional story typically involving 

supernatural beings or events. 

 Total: 17  

 
PART II                                                                                           (Total 34 marks) 

 
Answer any TWO questions in essay form.                                  
 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 

Power and 

People 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Council of Europe was set up in 1949, 

immediately after the Second World War; 

• The main buildings of the Council of Europe are 

found in Strasbourg; 

• It is the oldest international organisation working 

towards European integration; 

• It has 47 member states which include all the 

Member States of the European Union;  

• Its flag is that of a circle of gold stars on a blue 

background.  This is similar to the flag of the EU and 

symbolises European unity; 

• The Council of Europe is made up of various 

institutions which all work together to promote 

human rights through international conventions; 

• Its most famous achievement is the European 

Convention on Human Rights which was adopted in 

1950; 

• This is a treaty designed to protect human rights, 

democracy and the rule of law; 

• All members in the Council of Europe have signed 

up to this Convention; 

• This Convention led to the establishment of the 

European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg; 

• This Court sees the implementation of this 

Convention in the Member States. 
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Section 2 − 

Economic 

Development 

and Changes 

in Europe 

 

17 • The employment structure of a country shows how 
the labour force is divided between the primary, 
secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors; 

• The employment structure allows countries to 
assess their socio-economic level and demographic 

situation; 
• Different countries have different employment 

structures; 
• In poorer or economically less developed countries, 

most people have jobs in the primary and secondary 

sectors while relatively few people are employed in 
the tertiary and quaternary sectors of employment.  

Most people are engaged in agricultural activities; 
• By contrast, in the richest countries, there will 

usually be more people working in the tertiary and 

quaternary sector than in the primary and 
secondary sectors; 

• Employment structures can change over time; 
• Some economists have narrowed the quaternary 

sector into the quinary sector; 

• This sector includes the highest levels of decision-
making in a society or economy; 

• It includes top officials in the fields of government, 
science, universities, healthcare, culture and the 
media, amongst others. 

Section 3 − 

Demographic 

and Social 

Realities 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

• The life expectancy of European countries as well as 

globally has increased in recent years and on a 

global level; 

• Live expectancy depends primarily on where and 

how people live.  People die earlier in countries that 

are badly affected by hunger and armed conflict and 

ones which have poor healthcare facilities.  On the 

other hand, people live longer if they live in 

countries which are prosperous and with a high level 

of educational opportunities and healthcare 

facilities; 

• One reason why the life expectancy in Europe has 

increased is a greater awareness on the importance 

of healthy eating and hygiene; 

• There has also been an increase in vaccines and an 

improvement in healthcare facilities; 

• Moreover, fewer and fewer people are engaging in 

hard physical labour to earn a living, which means 

that they can stay physically fit for longer. 

• The fact that a large number of people have a longer 

life span places an increase in the demand for 

pensions; 

• A greater amount of money is also needed for 

medical care and for the establishment of more 

residential homes; 

• There will also be the need for more social services 

provision by the government; 
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• A major problem that most governments in Europe 

face is how to provide sufficient money to support 

the growth of their ageing populations;  

• A longer life span can also result in a rise in           

age-related chronic illnesses which will personally 

affect individuals; 

• It can also present a financial risk to individuals who 

could run out of retirement resources;   

• As the life span increases, people need to account 

for the financial and health issues that come with 

the possibility of living a longer life.    

 

Section 4 −  

Europeans and 

their 

Environment 

17 • The World Health Organisation defines health as the 

‘complete state of physical, mental, spiritual and 

social well-being, not merely the absence of 

disease’; 

• Good health can be considered as one of the most 

fundamental resources for social and economic 

prosperity in a country;  

• While improvements have been seen over the past 

few decades in the health status of European 

countries, there continue to be wide disparities 

across the Member States and between population 

groups within the same country;  

• Income, education and occupational status affect 

health and life expectancy;  

• Childhood infectious diseases are diminishing 

through immunisation control; 

• The main killer diseases, such as cholera and 

measles, are no longer considered such a threat;  

• Young people are developing adult forms of 

behaviour, for example smoking, taking alcohol and 

drug abuse;  

• They are particularly at risk of short-term effects of 

drunkenness, including accidents and violence, with 

a significant number of alcohol-related deaths and 

drug overdose  per year; 

• Premature death is frequent enough in middle age.  

This is caused by heart disease, strokes, cancer and 

accidents;  

• Chronic disease and disablement, such as joint 

problems, sensory disabilities and mental 

disabilities, are predominant in older people; 

• New risks to health are emerging, such as the 

spread of food-borne infections; 

• An outbreak of a virus, COVID-19, has taken place 

in several European countries with the WHO 

declaring it as a pandemic. 
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Section 5 − 

Cultural 

Heritage 

17 • There were a variety of factors leading up to World 

War II, which can be divided into long-term and 

short-term causes; 

• One of the causes of this war was the Great 

Depression of the 1930s.  Factors such as mass 

unemployment in Germany and poverty in Japan 

provoked anger amongst citizens, causing them to 

be influenced by dictatorial governments which 

made it acceptable to forcefully rob from other 

countries whenever they wanted; 

• This war was also sparked by the 1939 Nazi invasion 

of Poland, the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 

China, the Italian invasion of Ethiopia and the Pearl 

Harbour attack; 

• World War II was, in many respects, a continuation 

of the disputes left unsettled by World War I; 

• There was a general sentiment that Germany 

should be held responsible for their involvement in 

World War I and that limitations should be imposed 

on them so that they cannot seek war again; 

• The vast majority of the world’s countries, including 

all the great powers, formed two opposing military 

alliances, namely the Allies and Axis; 

• A state of total war emerged directly involving more 

than 100 million people from over 30 countries;  

• This war resulted in the death of over 60 million 

people, making it the bloodiest conflict as well as 

the largest war in history; 

• It was dominated by unimaginable misery and 

destruction; 

• The war ended in an Allied victory; 

• The United States and the Soviet Union emerged as 

the world’s two leading superpowers; 

• Although the war officially lasted from 1939 to 

1945, its horrible aftermath echoed for decades. 

 
 

 


